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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 BERN 01000 022017Z 
ACTION INR-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO PM-05 ACDA-12 NSC-05 SP-02 
SS-15 L-03 CIAE-00 NSAE-00 MCE-00 OMB-01 TRSE-00 
H-01 /067W 

092293 030615Z/10 

R 021515Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BERN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5874 

SECRET BERN 1000 

EO 11652: XGDS-2 
TAGS: MASS, PCAT, XT, SZ 

SUB J : INFO NEEDS ON WEST EUROPEAN CONVENTIONAL ARMS TRANSFERS 
TO THIRD WORLD 

REF: STATE 45364 

IN RESPONSE PARA 3 REFTEL: THERE IS NO QUESTION 
THAT THE SWISS ARE ACTIVE IN THE ARMS MARKET AND 
CONTINUE TO PQRSUE SALES. OUR GENERAL IMPRESSION 
IS THAT THEY ARE NOT MORE OR LESS AGGRESSIVE THAN 
IN THE PAST. WE HAVE RECEIVED REPORTS, FROM SINGA- 
PORE, OF PROPOSED SALES OF AMX TANKS BEST SUITED NOW FOR 
POLICE DUTY, AND OF POSSIBLE SALES TO SAUDI ARABIA 
AND GREECE OF ANTI-AIRCRAFT WEAPONS. HOWEVER, WE 
WISH STRESS THAT OUR INFO ON SWISS SALES MOST 
OFTEN IS RESULT OF DEFENSE ATTACHE REPORTING 
FROM DAO'S STATIONED IN THIRD-WORLD COUTRIES. WE 
WOULD SUGGEST THAT, IF DEPT HAS NOT ALREADY DONE SO, 

IT MAY WISH TO CIRCULATE THAT QUESTION IN PARA 3 REFTEL 
TO PRIMARY SALES TARTET COUNTRIES. ODELL 

SECRET 
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